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strikes the senses and makes God known to the
people, it will be well to speak elsewhere of some
special vocations.

It was in the year one thousand six hundred and
sixty-eight that all the savages landed at quebek,
after news thereof had been given to Monseigneur
the bishop. While they were bearing this news,—
in the early spring, at the melting of the snows,—
other onneiouts, relatives of the six who had first
come, betook themselves from the surrounding coun-
try, where they hunted during the winter, to la
prairie. Thus, from six savages who had spent the
winter at la prairie the number rose to ten or twelve,
who all together came down to quebek about the
end of the summer. The Reverend Father Rafeix
introduced them; the Reverend Father Chomonot
instructed them,—or rather finished instructing
them, for they had already begun the practice of
prayer at la prairie. Thus the band was soon quali-
fied to receive baptism. Monseigneur was the one
who conferred this sacrament upon them, and who
thus laid the first stone of that spiritual building
whose structure is so admirable. The chief of this
pious band was called francois Xavier, from the
name of the whole mission; and his wife was named
Catherine —a name which has become remarkable
in her and is venerable in another Catherine who
died in the mission recently, in the odor of sanctity.
The ceremony being finished, they wished to detain
francois Xavier in the mission of the hurons; but
God, who has his own designs, took away from that
man the intention of dwelling there. His wife
would gladly have accepted the offer, if God had
not chosen her to come to found the holy family



